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In brief

In September 2022 Britain mourned the death of a reigning monarch for the
first time in over 70 years. As befitted the twenty-first century, these events were
broadcast across traditional and new media around the world, with the public given
access to a series of ceremonies that had been previously hidden to all but a few. Yet
at their heart, these elaborate royal rituals were deeply indebted to long-standing
Christian language, Scripture, and music — elements that have been present in
everyday Anglican funerals for centuries. With the Bible being quoted 4.0 times
across the official events, we found that this was an enormous and unprecedented
public Scripture event reaching tens of millions in Britain alone. Taking place in the
context of a country that is no longer majority Christian, the prominence of these
overtly religious events presented fascinating questions for the role of religion in

modern Britain.

We found a nation that was favourable towards the Queen herself and towards
the monarchy, albeit with considerably more warmth among older people and
Christian groups. A third of those who engaged with the funeral said they found
the Bible readings personally moving and appropriate, while a quarter said they
heard elements of the Bible they had never heard before. Rather than appearing
outdated or alienating, the vast majority found the prominence of Christianity to
be appropriate not only due to the Queen’s personal faith but more generally for
a British royal event. This was true across age groups, ethnicities and religions,
with limited appetite for the inclusion of secular or multifaith aspects in similar
royal state events in the future. Despite this, we found a growing trend away from
desiring Christian elements in personal funerals, raising fascinating questions
around the continuing role of religion in the private and public spheres as we enter
a new era of British life.



68%

of the population
said they were
favourable
towards the
Queen, with

only 10% being
unfavourable

Executive summary

n September 2022 Britain mourned the death of a reigning monarch
n for the first time in over 70 years. At their heart, these elaborate royal
rituals were deeply indebted to long-standing Christian language, Scripture,
and music, resulting in an enormous and unprecedented public Scripture
event reaching tens of millions in Britain alone. Taking place in the context
of a country that is no longer majority Christian, the prominence of these
overtly religious events presented fascinating questions for the role of
religion in modern Britain. In the weeks following the events, Bible Society
commissioned YouGov to survey 3,000 adults across England and Wales
to understand the response to these events that so prominently featured
Christianity and the Bible. Here’s what we found:

A faithful and popular monarch

The Queen’s deeply personal Christian faith was prominent throughout her life
and was reflected in her memorial and funeral events. While she was particularly
popular among Christians, this spread beyond those who shared her faith.

+ 68% of the population said they were favourable towards the Queen,
with only 10% being unfavourable

+ 62% support Britain remaining a monarchy, with 27% in favour of a
republic. Among 18-24-year-olds, support for remaining a monarchy is
much lower, at 43%

+ Across age groups there is greater warmth towards the Queen and
the monarchy among churchgoers than their non-churchgoing peers.
Nonetheless, even among non-religious people, a majority support

remaining a monarchy

+ The Queen’s public faith was very influential, particularly among
churchgoing Christians. Over half of churchgoers said the life of the
Queen positively influenced how they saw Christianity — and these
perceptions were further improved among approximately a third of
churchgoers through the mourning events

A unique Bible moment in history

The mourning events following the death of Queen Elizabeth were moments
of extraordinary reach and exposure of the Bible, with modern media making
it an unprecedented event in global history. Throughout the events, Christian
ritual, liturgy, and Scripture were central, and these were largely viewed
warmly — but opportunities remain for Bible communicators.



If someone watched all of the official mourning events they would
have heard 3,923 words of the Bible, forming 198 verses, drawn from 13
books of the Bible, in three languages — English, Welsh and Gaelic

70% of respondents engaged with the funeral, with 29% saying they
heard parts of the Bible they’d not heard before. This rises to 40%
among 18-24--year-olds

One-third said they found the Bible passages moving (with 15%
disagreeing), while 31% said they were relevant to their feelings at the
time, compared to 18% who disagreed

However, one-quarter said they were boring, while around a quarter of
young people aged 18-34- (24%) and those from other faiths (26%) said
they found the Bible difficult to understand

Christianity has a place in royal events

Christian ritual and Scripture were a persistent and prominent presence
throughout the funeral and mourning events. In both this specific case
and looking to royal events more widely, we found widespread support for
retaining this Christian focus and little interest in the events becoming
wholly secular — even among those from other religions and non-religious
backgrounds.

Overwhelmingly, those who engaged in the funeral events believed
the presence of Christianity was appropriate. 79% agreed it was
appropriate given the faith of the Queen as an individual, while 72%
said it was appropriate for a British royal event

55% of respondents said they were happy that the events were wholly
Christian, with only 12% saying they found this prominence alienating
and fewer than one in ten (9%) saying they should have instead been
wholly secular. Even among the non-religious, 36% said they were
happy the events were wholly Christian, with only 12% saying should
have been wholly secular.

Overall, people are more likely to agree (31%) than disagree (21%) with
keeping state royal events wholly Christian in the future. Likewise
there is little appetite for the events becoming wholly secular with 15%
agreeing. Among non-religious respondents this is only slightly higher
at 18%

37% of adults agree a state royal event should feature the Bible, two-
and-a-half times more than those who disagree (14%)



Foreword - Catherine Pepinster

n death, as in her life, the message imparted by Elizabeth II was
unapologetically a Christian one. The orb and sceptre, only previously

in her presence at her coronation in 1953, remained on her coffin throughout
her Lying-in-State in Westminster Hall, and during her funeral in Westminster
Abbey and her committal at St George’s Chapel, Windsor. Both the orb and
the sceptre symbolise how the world — and even its kings and queens — is the
dominion of Christ. No king — or queen — matches in importance the Prince
of Peace, the King of kings.

That is a symbolism I have come to understand after studying the relationship
between the British monarchy and religion but it is not necessarily familiar
to everybody, especially those Britons today who are atheist, or agnostic, or
belong to a faith other than Christianity. Yet as this study of the death of
Elizabeth II shows, huge numbers of people, not only in Britain but across
the world, were drawn to watch her funeral and committal. After 70 years as
Queen, Elizabeth Il was one of the most famous people in the world. Her long
reign had helped her come to be seen as a beacon of stability, and much of
that stability was down to her Christian faith. Just as Christ is the Church’s
sure foundation, so he was hers.

This latest study provides vital information about the responses of the 33
million people who watched at least some of the rolling television news
coverage of the Queen’s death on September 8, 2022, and her funeral, which
reached a peak audience of 28 million people. If you want to understand
further what the Queen’s faith meant to people, whether it impacted on their
own understanding of Christianity, and even helped sustain their own faith,
this study has the data. It also attempts to explain what people made of the
liturgical and scriptural elements of the Queen’s funeral and committal.
They were the most watched religious ceremonies of recent times, and Bible
readings were an essential element.

This study reveals that the Bible can resonate with people on an emotional
as well as spiritual level — even for those who are not traditional churchgoers
and Bible readers. Those whose chief concern is Bible mission can take heart
from the impact that Scripture had on people in the days following the death
of Elizabeth II. But there are lessons to be learned too. In a culture where
the Bible is not as well known as it once was and where there can be hostile
elements as well as people who have at least a vague interest in Scripture —
and others have a passionate attachment — there are great challenges. Some
of those interviewed for this study were honest enough to admit that they did
not understand all the Christian rituals of the funeral, nor the Bible readings.



Some confessed to being bored by them. Given that this study shows there
seems to be general agreement that major royal events, such as weddings and
funerals — and of course, coronations — should remain Christian, the Church,
the monarchy and other Scriptural experts need to discuss how to make the
Bible more comprehensible.

One of the intriguing aspects of the British monarchy in recent times is that
its links with Christianity have become more apparent. From the annual
Cenotaph service on Remembrance Sunday, to services of thanksgiving
for the ending of wars or for royal jubilees, to royal weddings and funerals,
Christian ceremonies have become significant public events, broadcast to
the nation and beyond. As this study shows, they offer a huge challenge if
people without a Christian background are to understand them. But they
also offer a significant opportunity as well to invite people to get to know
the Bible and the faith it sustained for Elizabeth II and also for her son and
successor, Charles III.

Catherine Pepinster is author of Defenders of the Faith — the British
Monarchy, Religion and the Coronation, published by Hodder and Stoughton,
a commentator on religion and contributor to BBC Radio 4’s Thought for
the Day.
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Introduction

hen on 8 September 2022 Britain learned that Queen Elizabeth II, the
longest reigning monarch in British history-and perhaps the most
recognisable woman in the world-had died at the age of 96, the nation entered

a period of official mourning and a moment unique in history.

For 11 days, television, radios and online feeds were filled with obituaries,
tributes and coverage of succession events and memorial services,
culminating in the State Funeral and committal service on 19 September
which was watched by more than 26 million viewers. Throughout these
moments Christian ritual, liturgy, Scripture and music took a remarkable
prominence in public space, guiding a now minority-Christian nation through
the mourning period and resulting in the largest mass Bible communication
event in British history. How were these Christian aspects received? How did
the life of the Queen, and the events that followed her death, impact people’s
views of Christianity, the Church, and the Bible? This research, undertaken
in the weeks following the mourning events, explores this question.

The Bible Society research programme seeks to understand attitudes to
religion and the Bible across all faiths and none. Given the unique significance
of the mourning period for public Christianity and the Bible we commissioned
research agency YouGov to undertake a nationally representative survey
to understand how the public responded to the Christian elements of the
mourning period and uncover what difference, if any, it made to their
perceptions of Christianity and the Bible, as well as their views on the
monarchy in general. As we will discuss throughout, the results are both
encouraging and challenging for the Church.

We hope also to contribute to the wider conversation about the changing role
of Christianity in Britain. The Queen lived through a period of astonishing
change, including dramatic shifts in religious identity and the place of
Christianity in British society. Nearly three months after her funeral, the
results of the 2021 Census revealed for the first time that fewer than half of
the population identified as Christian, while the proportion of those saying
they had no religion had grown considerably. Like the monarchy after Queen
Elizabeth, the Church faces a period of considerable change. Questions will
continue to be raised both by Christians and others about its role in twenty-
first-century Britain. The picture painted by the data presented in our survey
is complex and there are no easy answers, but it does also suggest that there
remains an appetite for the presence of both the monarchy and Christianity
in modern Britain.



Summary of findings

In Chapter 1 we set the scene, with an analysis of perceptions of Queen
Elizabeth, attitudes to remaining a monarchy or becoming a republic,
and the role of the Queen as an ambassador for Christianity. We outline
that support for remaining a monarchy is high in Britain, although young
people are more split on becoming a republic. We note that the Queen was
particularly influential among churchgoers — over half (56%) said the Queen
positively influenced their view of Christianity, notable given the challenging
recent decades for the Church in Britain. We also reveal our finding that
both favourability to the Queen and to the monarchy are more likely among
active Christians than among non-churchgoers. Nonetheless, even among
non-religious people, the majority of the population support remaining a
monarchy in the future.

In Chapter 2 we outline what elements of the mourning period our participants
engaged in, finding high engagement from all groups but, again, particularly
among Christians — over 80% of whom engaged with the funeral. We explore
their experiences of the events and what impact it had on their perceptions
of the monarchy, with those already warmest to the monarchy most likely to
have viewed the events positively — including over 40% of churchgoers, who
said the events improved their perceptions of the monarchy.

These themes are continued in Chapter 3, where we demonstrate the breadth
and coverage of the Bible in the official mourning events, as well as our
participants’ reaction to the Scripture readings. We reveal that a quarter of
those who engaged with the mourning and Funeral events heard parts of the
Bible they’d not heard before, rising to 40% of 18—-24--year-olds, marking the
importance of this moment for Bible communication among young people.
For about a third of those who engaged with these events, the Bible readings
were received as personally relevant and moving, as well as appropriate for the
event. There is evidence here that in events such as this, the Bible is welcomed
beyond churchgoers alone. However, we also discuss that for some in the
population, the Bible readings were experienced as hard to understand, boring
and not relevant to their feelings at the time, presenting both challenge
and opportunities for Bible communicators when it comes to the public
presentation of Scripture.

In Chapter 4, we discuss whether the population believed the presence of
Christianity to be appropriate to the Queen’s memorial events, and their
expectations for future royal events. With discussion on role of mourning
rituals in public society, we reveal that overwhelmingly and regardless of
religious perspective, those who engaged with the funeral events view the
prominence of Christianity in the State Funeral as appropriate for both

These events
resulted in the

largest mass Bible

communication
event in British
history

n
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the Queen as an individual and British royal events as a whole, being seen
as neither alienating nor out of place in modern society. This shows the
continuing power of religious guidance and tradition at times of national
grief. Indeed, 55% of the population said they were happy the events were
wholly Christian. Looking to the future, we did not find a strong appetite for
fully secular or multifaith state royal events even among people of other faiths
or with no religion. Instead, we found on average, people were more likely to
agree than disagree with keeping state royal events wholly Christian in the
future and there is an expectation the Bible will be present.

In our final chapter we explore how despite high engagement and relatively
positive perception, the Queen’s memorial period had very limited influence
both on how the public felt about Christianity and on their own funeral plans.
Our findings support wider research which indicate demand for Christian
funerals is declining, providing a notable contrast for the seeming acceptance
of Christianity in public ritual life compared to the personal. Nonetheless, we
also outline that for some churchgoers, the events of the mourning period
improved their perceptions of Christianity — just under a third (31%) said the
mourning period improved their perception of the Church, while 29% said it
improved their perceptions of Christianity. Again, we see the importance of
the Queen as a Christian monarch to many Christians, and raise the possibility
that positive, public demonstrations of Christianity from royalty support the
confidence of the Church.

Overall we see a picture of a nation exposed to Scripture and deep Christian
ritual throughout a unique moment in modern British history. This was a
public largely appreciative of this Christian presence, not only in this specific
case of a deeply religious individual, but across royal ritual events more
generally. With the coronation of her successor on the horizon, these findings
from the mourning period of Queen Elizabeth II show a clear argument for
the continuing presence of Christian ritual and Scripture at the heart of
British public life.

The survey and sample

The survey was undertaken by YouGov on its online panel with 3,035 adults
in England and Wales (aged 18+). The figures have been weighted and are
representative of adults in England and Wales, as derived from Census data.
Unless otherwise stated, all figures are from YouGov Plc.

Fieldwork was undertaken 18-28 October 2022, six weeks after the Queen
died. All surveys are a snapshot of a moment, and while we do not believe this
survey was fielded close enough to the Queen’s funeral to significantly affect



how participants responded, the following six months have been a turbulent
period for the Royal Family. It is therefore possible that if polled again, the
results of this survey would look different from the baseline we present here.

The participants are representative of the adult population of England and
Wales. While multiple demographic breaks of the data are available, we have
focused our analysis on age, religion/worldview, and churchgoing behaviour,
with occasional mentions of gender and ethnicity. We also note that, while
representative, the sample sizes of Black, Asian and other minority ethnicities
as distinct groups were small, and reduced further still when filtered by
engagement with the mourning and funeral events. We make occasional
reference to trends within these groups throughout, but have not reported
fully due to the sample size and have therefore tended to refer to non-White
British respondents as a broader group. We encourage further research in
this area.

Finally, throughout this report we make reference to an additional population
group we define as ‘Dismissives’. This is taken from the results of a large
population study undertaken by Bible Society with YouGov in 2018 which
surveyed 19,101 adults in England and Wales on attitudes to religion,
Christianity and the Bible. We undertook a type of statistical analysis called
cluster analysis which identified eight segments (or as described by Bible
Society, personas) in the population — groups of people who share common
attitudes and behaviours around religion, Christianity and the Bible. More
detail on this research can be found at biblesociety.org.uk/lumino.

In addition to standard demographic breaks, the results of Mourning Elizabeth
were available by these eight segments identified in the earlier study. The
results are fascinating and we hope to make this analysis publicly available
soon. In this report, we have included the ‘Dismissive’ segment to provide an
additional layer to analysis of the ‘no religion’ group. Just as not all Christians
are active and committed churchgoers, so people with no religion show
similarly complex and varied attitudes and beliefs. The Dismissive group,
sitting at the cooler end of the ‘no religion’ group, illustrate this complexity
and we hope readers will find their inclusion interesting.

13
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Dismissives in summary

People in the Dismissive segment make up about a third of the population.
They tend to be younger, politically left-leaning, and slightly more of them
are male than female. In the Mourning Elizabeth report sample, 91% of people
in this group say they have no religion. While there is variation in strength
of attitudes, people in this group tend to be particularly cool to religion,
Christianity and the Bible. Typically, they will agree with views that religion is
harmful, outdated, and should have less influence in society. They are highly
likely to be atheist or agnostic and tend to show little interest in spirituality.

Analysis note

Anumber of our questions were phrased on a six-part Likert scale comprising
of: Strongly Disagree, Disagree, Neither Agree nor Disagree, Agree, Strongly
Agree, and Don’t Know. Throughout, we have presented analysis with
combined values for agree and disagree.
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Perceptions of the Queen
and the monarchy

‘To many of us our beliefs are of fundamental importance. For me the teachings
of Christ and my own personal accountability before God provide a framework
in which | try to lead my life. |, like so many of you, have drawn great comfort in
difficult times from Christ's words and example!

QUEEN ELIZABETH II!

16 PERCEPTIONS OF THE QUEEN AND THE MONARCHY



In summary:

Support for monarchy remains high in England and Wales, with a
majority of the population supporting Britain remaining a monarchy
in the future. However, age is a factor — the young people in our survey
are divided on whether Britain should remain a monarchy or become a
republic, with a significant proportion undecided

Christians are more likely to support remaining a monarchy than those

of no religion. Across age groups there was greater warmth towards
Queen Elizabeth and the monarchy among churchgoers than among their
non-churchgoing peers. Nonetheless, even among non-religious people, a
majority support remaining a monarchy

+ Queen Elizabeth’s public faith was very influential, particularly among
churchgoers. Over half of churchgoers (56%) said her life positively
influenced how they saw Christianity. Just under half (48%) said she
positively influenced how they saw the Church, while 41% said she
influenced how they saw the Bible. Among those at a distance from
Christianity this influence was much lower

Queen Elizabeth was highly popular with the public — over two-thirds said
they were either ‘highly favourable’ or ‘favourable’ to her. Christians and
churchgoers were particularly warm, while young people were cooler
than average

1 Elizabeth II, ‘Christmas Broadcast 2000’ (2000), The Royal Family <https://www.royal.uk/christmas-
broadcast-2000> [accessed 17 February 2023].

17
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The Queen and her faith -
what the polls say

The Queen evoked warmth from the public, but religion
and age shape the strength of this feeling

ueen Elizabeth was one of the most famous and recognisable women
E to have lived in the last century and thus no stranger to an opinion
poll. Public attitude surveying has been used since the nineteenth century,
but it was primarily during the last 30 years of her reign that polls and surveys
charted the highs and lows of public opinion on perceptions of the Queen
and the institution of the monarchy.

While reflecting both times of celebration such as jubilees and times of
challenge, polling has for the most part remained positive to the idea of
monarchy and particularly warm to the Queen herself. In 2022, the year of
her Platinum Jubilee and the last year of her life, public opinion was reported
to be warm and highly favourable to the Queen, with one polling company
reporting ‘sky high public approval’?

In the weeks following the national mourning period, our data indicates
warmth towards the Queen continued. Over two thirds (68%) of our sample
said they were either ‘highly favourable’ or ‘favourable’ to the Queen, the
majority of these describing themselves as highly favourable.? Just 10%
described themselves as either ‘unfavourable’ or ‘highly unfavourable’, and
a further 21% as ‘neutral’

As we can see from chart 1.1 there is variation within demographic groups
against this national average. Women reported significantly more favourability
than men, with 72% describing themselves as ‘highly favourable’ or ‘favourable’.
While a majority of men also said they were in some way favourable to the
Queen, this fell under the national average at 63%.

As a combined grouping, people from Black, Asian and other minority ethnic
groups reported lower rates of favourability than the national average. Here,
just over half of participants said they were in some way favourable to the

2Keiran Pedley,and Cameron Garrett, ‘Sky High the Monarchy?' (2022), YouGov, <https://yougov.
Public Approval for the Queen Ahead of Platinum co.uk/topics/society/articles-reports/2022/06/01/
Jubilee' (2022), Ipsos <https://www.ipsos.com/ platinum-jubilee-where-does-public-opinion-
en-uk/sky-high-public-approval-for-the- stand-m> [accessed 06 February 2023].

queen-ahead-of-platinum-jubilee> [accessed 6
February 2023]. See also Isabelle Kirk, ‘Platinum
Jubilee: Where Does Public Opinion Stand on

3 41% of the sample said they were ‘highly
favourable’ and 27% ‘favourable’.

PERCEPTIONS OF THE QUEEN AND THE MONARCHY



‘How favourable, or not, were you towards Queen Elizabeth 11?’ (shown: sum favourability scores)
Base: All Adults in England & Wales, n=3035

1%

1% 1% 1%
Tox .  8% . Tow

19%

2%

21% 20%

23%

National Male Female White AllBAME England Wales
average

Gender Ethnicity Region

Favourable (sum) Neutral M Unfavourable(sum) M Don'tknow

Chart 1.1: Favourability to the Queen by demographic splits
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‘How favourable, or not, were you towards Queen Elizabeth 11?’

Base: Adults in England & Wales, n=3035

National Average 41%
18-24
25-34
35-44
45-54
55-64
65-74

75+ 72%
Highly favourable Favourable Neutral B Unfavourable

M Highlyunfavourable M Don’t know

Chart 1.2: Favourability to the Queen by age

‘How favourable, or not, were you towards Queen Elizabeth 11?’

5

%
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%

Base: Adults in England & Wales, n=3035

National average 41%

Dismissive

No religion

Other religion

Christians

Churchgoers 61% 23%

Highly favourable Favourable Neutral [ Unfavourable

B Highlyunfavourable B Don’t know

Chart 1.3: Favourability to the Queen by religion/worldview
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Queen at 54%. Participants from these groups were not notably more likely
than average to say they were unfavourable to the Queen, but rather more of
them than average said they were ‘neutral’ at 33%.

By far the most variation within a population group, however, comes from
looking at age (chart 1.2). Here we see favourability towards the Queen clearly
and dramatically increase within older segments of the population, reflecting
a theme to which we will return frequently in this report.

A considerable 86% of participants aged over 75 describe themselves as in some
way favourable to the Queen, with the vast majority describing themselves as
‘highly favourable’* In contrast, under half (49%) of 18-24--year-olds describe
themselves as in some way favourable to the Queen. Among both 18-24-year-
olds and 25-34-year-olds, strength of favourability is also less marked than
in older age groups. Likewise, younger people are more likely than average to

describe themselves as ‘neutral’ or in some way unfavourable to the Queen.

Finally, we turn to religion (chart 1.3), the second theme to which we will Favourability

frequently return. As we will see later in this chapter, Christian affiliation has a to the Queen is
highest among

Christians, where
85% of participants

remarkable association with warmth towards monarchy in general, but here we
see this phenomenon correspond to favourability towards the Queen herself.

Favourability to the Queen is highest among Christians, where 85% describe describe
themselves as in some way favourable, with well over half (60%) describing themselves as
themselves as ‘highly favourable’. Favourability dips below the national in some way
average among both people of other faiths and people with no religion. Among favourable

respondents with a faith other than Christianity, 58% describe themselves as
in some way favourable, while at 57%, favourability is lowest among people
who say they have no religion. For both groups, just over a quarter say they
are ‘neutral’ to the Queen. The coolest religious group is the Dismissive
group we identified in the introduction. They are more than twice as likely
as the national average to describe themselves as in some way unfavourable
to the Queen.

The most obvious interpretation of warmth reported by Christians is the
age profile of the group. England and Wales have high levels of affiliation to
Christian identity, and affiliation is particularly high among older generations.
Like other data sets, our survey illustrates this trend — 66% of those aged over
75 describe themselves as Christian, compared to 24% of 18-24.--year-olds.

472% said they were highly favourable, 14% Gov.uk (Office for National Statistics) <https://www.
favourable. 11% said they were neutral, 2% ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/
unfavourable, and 1% highly unfavourable. culturalidentity/religion/bulletins/

s . . . religionenglandandwales/census2021> [accessed 15
> See for example Office for National Statistics, February 2023]. Note our figures do not correspond
Religion, England and Wales: Census 2021 (2022), due to different wording.
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However, we also see higher than average favourability reports among regular
church attending Christians (churchgoers), a much smaller proportion of the
sample.® As we can see from table 1.1, 84% of churchgoers describe themselves
as in some way favourable to the Queen, far above the national average of 68%.
This is intriguing, as within our sample, monthly churchgoing is relatively
evenly distributed across age groups, suggesting there may be something
about active Christianity and favourability to the Queen that is not simply

generational.

Age analysis within the churchgoing subgroup should be treated with caution
as the sample size reduces considerably, but with this in mind, we see that
this theory is somewhat supported, with 75% of churchgoers aged 18-34
describing themselves as in some way favourable to the Queen, compared
to 51% of 18-34:-year-olds as a whole. It should be noted, however, that this is
still lower than the churchgoing average, suggesting religiosity is not enough
to entirely neutralise the effect of age.

¢ In this report we refer to churchgoers as those who of the sample, which is broadly in line with other self
describe themsleves as Christian and go to church reported polls.
at least once a month. In this survey, this came to 8%
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An ambassador for Christianity

An explicitly Christian public figure, the Queen
positively impacted the lives of Christians

s monarch, the Queen’s role was inexorably bound to Christianity,
“ and in particular, the Church of England. As its supreme governor,
she was explicitly responsible for maintaining and preserving the Church of
England, and throughout her reign, made it clear this responsibility to faith
extended beyond this Church alone.” Religion was not, however, just another
ceremonial role for her. Throughout her life, the Queen practised her faith in
regular Bible reading, prayer and church attendance, and in her later years in
particular spoke increasingly publicly about her deep and personal Christian

faith, most notably in her annual Christmas broadcasts.

Here, the Queen often made reference not just to her faith but also to teaching
from the Bible. In the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020, for example, the
Queen referenced the parable of the Good Samaritan, explicit in her view that it
is‘as relevant today’ as when it was first spoken. To an audience of over 8 million
in the UK alone, she concluded ‘The teachings of Christ have served as my inner
light, as has the sense of purpose we can find in coming together to worship.®

The importance of the Queen as a public communicator of Christianity is
illustrated by Catherine Pepinster in her interview with royal reporter and
columnist Richard Kay, who reflected:

The Queen’s faith is central to her life, and while a lot of people nowadays
don’t go to church, even at Christmas, they do listen to the Queen, and
they hear what she has to say about her faith.

It’s still a hugely important part of Christmas, and viewers are looking for
something else, something different from politics at this time of year.®

As a popular public Christian figure, we were curious to see what influence,
if any, the Queen’s life had on public perceptions of three elements of the
Christian faith - the Bible, Christianity, and the Church.

For the most part, the public report that the Queen’s life had no influence
on their perceptions of these issues; on the Bible, 79% said there was no
influence, on Christianity 71%, and on the Church 73%. Of the minority who
said there was an influence, over just one in five (21%) in the sample said the

7See for example, Catherine Pepinster, Defenders 2022), pp.150-153.
of the Faith: The British Monarchy, Religion, and 8 Elizabeth 11 (2000)..

the Next Coronation (London: Hodder & Stoughton, 9 Pepinst 156
epinster, p156.
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Queen’s life had a positive influence of their perceptions of Christianity,
while 18% said the same of the perceptions of the Church. Just 13% said her
life had a positive influence on their perception of the Bible. As we would
expect, positive influence is generally higher among groups who tend to
report favourability to the Queen, particularly older people.”®

Again, we see an intriguing association with active religiosity and reported
influence of the Queen’s life. Across our statements, very few people with no
religion report the Queen’s life had any positive influence on their perceptions
of Christianity, the Bible, and the Church, although this does not correlate to
negative influence either. People from non-Christian faiths similarly follow
the national average.

Those who identify as Christian, however, are far more likely than average
to say the life of the Queen did positively influence their perception of these
elements of the Christian faith. As we can see from chart 1.4, this increases
further still among active churchgoers, where between 40% and 56% of the
subsample report positive influence, depending on the focus of the statement.

The latter years of the twentieth century were in many ways a challenging
period for the Church, particularly the Church of England. From the rise of
New Atheism to the continued downward trajectory of church attendance
figures and the dramatic shift in religious identity clearly illustrated by a
number of census cycles, Christians in the UK have had to adjust to a radically
different faith landscape. Constant throughout this has been the Queen.
Favourability towards her as a popular but also explicitly public Christian
figure might be expected from Christians, particularly those active in their
faith, as we saw in the previous section."

Here, however, we see that this is not just a matter of principle but rather for
a significant proportion of churchgoers, the life of the Queen shaped, in some
way, their view of their own faith. We cannot know from a survey what level
of influence the Queen truly had in this way — that would be a question for
the depth and nuance of qualitative research — but here we see the possibility
that this part of the Queen’s role extended beyond establishment titles and
institutions, to inspire and shape individual lives of faith — a Defender of the
Faith for the modern period.

10 One notable exception to this among participants
from Black ethnic groups. People in these groups
reported below average favourability to the Queen
but report high levels of positive influence from the
Queen on thei